
 
 

MESSAGE GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING - MINUTES 
Thursday, October 6, 2016 

 
Present: Heather Hacque (President), Nicola Hanauer (VP Leaders), Pardiese Klauss (VP           
Information Services), Robin Tyan (VP Public Relations), Samia Moss-Bowpitt (VP Events), Sarah            
Abramson (VP Resources), Julia Kung (Treasurer), Josh O’Donovan (Interim VP Publications)           
Erica Labouse, Imelda The,, Meaghan Munier, Laura Edwards, Helene Sahin-Connelly, Noelle           
Lovitz, Christina Tsai, Lilise Boswell, Nicola Craig, Virginie Colmance, Katie Elias, Jessica            
Miranda-Viega. 
 
Apologies: Lise Charlebois-Ludot (VP Publications), Marie Gibbons (VP Membership), Karen          
Staves (Advisor), Randi Goring (Advisor) 
 
Heather Hacque opened the meeting and thanked everyone for coming and giving us an              
opportunity to meet everyone (as the first hour and a half was dedicated to a Volunteer Fair).                 
She mentioned that pre-meeting notes had already been circulated and that they will be on the                
website for everyone to access in the coming days. 
 
1. Previous Minutes:  

 
Katie Elias made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting. 
 
2. VP/President Updates – Minutes to be read in conjunction with the Pre-meeting Notes 
 
President: 
 
Heather Hacque advised that VP Publications is stepping down and while the position will be               
advertised, Josh O’Donovan will be taking over those responsibilities in the meantime. VP Areas              
and Groups is stepping down in March 2017, so that role will be advertised as well. Heather                 
opened discussion to the group. 
 
Helen Sahin Connelly raised an idea about a having a “Career Day” for the 18+ Group, where                 
people can talk about their professions with the “kids” in this group. Alison Ross suggested using                
the Forums as a place to promote initial interest and to find potential participants. Katie Elias also                 
suggested that she could mention it to the Working Parents Group to see whether there could be                 
some volunteers to organize it. 
 
Information Services: 
The new website is targeted for launch at the beginning of the New Year and we should be able to                    
manage it ourselves. There is an immediate need for someone to help with web pages on the site.                  
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We need people who are interested in the website, but it does not need to be someone with                  
technical experience, but rather someone who wants to learn and contribute, and who is flexible in                
evolving with the role. 
 
Public Relations: 
Message won 3 of the “Best in Paris” awards in Expatriates Magazine and Robin Tyan thanked                
everyone who voted. If anyone is interested in being a representative of Message at future events,                
please contact Bianca at externalevents@messageparis.org.  
 
Support Services: 
In the next few months, members should expect to see a lot of revitalization in the peer support                  
groups. Alison Ross also mentioned that she is desperately in need of Bumps to Babies               
volunteers, as we are down about 10 volunteers. If you know of someone who might be interested,                 
please let Alison or Meagan Munier know. 
 
Areas and Groups: 
Member Contact roles being moved under VP Membership, headed by Marie Gibbons. Jessica             
Miranda-Viega (present at the meeting) is the Member Contact Coordinator. Contact Candace            
Yang, who is the Schedule Coordinator, for any ideas on the schedule. Many areas need a                
Scheduler and Micro-Messenger - please see the vacant positions.  
 
Resources: 
Sarah Abramson said that the pressure to fill the vacancies had been somewhat alleviated by the                
members who have filled out the Volunteer Survey. Please encourage members to fill out the               
survey if they have not done so already. Even volunteers who have just 15-20 minutes to offer are                  
useful and important for us to know about.  
 
Events: 
Samia said that she desperately needs volunteers; so if you know of anyone who could be                
interested, please let her know. These can be volunteers who are interested in specific events,               
one-offs, continuing roles, kids events, etc. as she has all of these offerings on her team. Bring &                  
Buy is November 6th; flyers in French and English for the Bring & Buy 
 
Treasurer: 
As time was running out, Julia Kung asked everyone to please read her notes for the Finance                 
update. 
 
Meeting closed at: 11:15pm 
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